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The current version of the Honda 

Gold Wing was first released in 

late 2000, so after nearly 18 years 

it was long overdue for a total 

makeover. Honda has seen a 

decline in sales in recent years of 

the bike and it was evident that 

this was partly because of the age 

of the design. Their goal in the 

redesign effort was challenging as 

they needed to not only capture 

the interest of new buyers, but 

also needed to offer something 

that would appeal to current Gold 

Wing owners. Making a bike that 

can appeal to both these groups is 

no small task, and is a bit of a 

balancing act. Obviously, some compromises would have to be made. Since the Gold Wing is their flagship motorcycle, they 

spent nearly 4 years redesigning it, filed for over 90 new patents, and produced over 100 different prototypes for the new 

front suspension alone before they were finished. The amount of changes made to this new model are massive, both in terms 

of mechanicals, and the electronics. It will not be possible to cover all of them in this article, because it would end up being a 

ōƻƻƪ ƛŦ L ǘǊƛŜŘΣ ōǳǘ LΩƭƭ Řƻ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ Having owned three of them, I have around a quarter million miles 

on the previous generation Gold Wing, and my wife probably has about half of that as a passenger. This review will be based 

on my knowledge and experience on the older generation bike and 

how it compares to the new one. 

Honda invited my wife and I to attend the Gold Wing press launch 

event held in Austin Texas, and allowed us to ride the new bike 

through the Texas Hill Country for two full days. They also held a 

technical briefing and allowed us to speak directly with the 

development team leaders from Japan who are responsible for the 

Gold Wing design team and ask them questions. These two 

gentlemen, (Large Project leader - Yutaka Nakanishi (right) and Sub 

Large Project Leader Kazuho Nakai (left), were extremely friendly 

and very knowledgeable about all aspects of the bike.  

Our ride started out in the cold and wet, with a constant mist/light rain that seemed to follow us most of the first day. The 

Texas roads we were on were super slick since it never rained hard enough to clean them off. The second day provided us 

clear skies, but we had stiff cross winds and 40-degree temps in the morning, which allowed us an opportunity to test the 

heated seats and grips. We rode the bike for over 400 miles, and were able to test out many features on it. By the end of the 

second day, I had become very comfortable with it. 

 



STYLING 

[ŜǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘȅƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ōƛƪŜ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ōƛƪŜΦ  [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ōƛƪŜǎ ǎƛŘŜ ōȅ side from the front, 

the first thing you are struck with is how much narrower Honda made the front fairing on the new generation Wing, and they 

took a full 8 inches off the width.  The front end also looks much less rounded and Honda has made some nice angles on the 

front of the bike. 

The new LED headlights really accentuate the front end. The mirrors are smaller and no longer are rounded but are more 

angular looking and have an open area above where they are mounted that lets air flow between the mirror and front fairing. 

The new electric windshield is also narrower, and fits in well with the look of the narrower front fairing. The old plastic caliper 

covers have been removed exposing more of the brakes, though Honda offers an optional accessory item for those who want 

ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳƻŘŜƭΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻƴΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘe flat 6 cylinder engine now 

protrudes out from the body work more than it used to. From the side of the bike the radiator opening has been reworked to 

match the lines and styling of the new bike and the back side of it has black plastic deflector that forces the hot air that is 

ejected out away from the rider.  More of the engine heads are exposed from the sides of the bike and the old large chrome 

tip over bars are removed and replaced with just a small plastic protrusion below the head that hides the robust tip over bar 

that is underneath it.  The tip over protection looks more like it was designed into the bike from the start rather than bolted 

on after the fact, and the same holds true for the rear tip over bar that is nicely integrated into the muffler cover.  Continuing 

down the side of the bike the rear engine covers have been removed and now more of the blacked out rear engine case and 

new transmission is exposed, making the bike look more like a real motorcycle and less like a large moped wrapped up in 

plastic. Continuing with the theme of showing more of the bikes mechanical bits, the lower exhaust covers are removed to 

expose the exhaust pipes and this means that the old foot flaps for letting heat onto the ǊƛŘŜǊΩǎ foot are also now gone. The 

old large flat sides of the rear of the fairing where the riders knee is 

located are now gone and are instead angled to match the rest of the 

bikes lines. There is a narrow glove box hidden in the right panel and the 

gas cap release is located inside this panel, so it no longer requires a key to 

operate, (but you do need to have the fob with you to open it). The seat 

has been entirely reworked and now no longer has the king/queen wrap-

around throne look to it, but is much flatter in overall shape contributing 

the bikes sportier look. There is a place to add a Honda accessory ǊƛŘŜǊΩǎ 

backrest under a plastic cover in the seat and the passenger rear backrest 

is still fairly large but the armrests are slightly smaller. The old passenger 

cubby hole gloveboxes are gone and the rear speaker have been moved to 

a lower position.  The lower portion of the saddlebags have a slightly 

textured black cover on the lower half of them that has an appealing V 

shape and an integrated reflector into the forward side of them. The 

mufflers now are more triangular in shape and the tips are more of a semi- 

square shape. There is a small gap on either side of the rear fender that 

the previous model did not have, and the rear shape of the trunk drops 

down at an angle so that it better matches the saddlebags. The tail lights 

have also been removed from the trunk which makes the available space 

in the trunk more usable, but takes away from the rear lighting some. 

Overall, the styling of the bike looks more sporty and modern and it is sure 

to ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘ ²ƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ άold ƳŀƴΩǎ bikeέΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƴƻǿ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ƙŀǎ 

some sport bike DNA hiding under its bodywork.  After riding the bike for a couple days and spending time around it, I was 

amazed how much I suddenly felt like the previous generation bike looks old, bloated, and out of date when parked next to 

the new one. All the other riders with us made the same comments.  



Model differences 

The previous F6B model designation has been dropped and the bike without a trunk is now just branded a Gold Wing, while 

the model with the trunk is called the Gold Wing Tour.  The Gold Wing model without the trunk is a bit more spartan and lacks 

some of the electronic features of the Tour model, like electrically adjustable suspension and it only gets two speakers instead 

of four. The top of the line model retains an air bag, and now ABS brakes are standard on all models ς which is an excellent 

change. The Honda team informed me that they have had over 300 air bag deployments now without a single fatality in any of 

them, so maybe this air bag really is working. You will have to give up the center glove box though if you elect for that model, 

since that is where the airbag lives, and this also means your phone will have to be connected in the trunk for the Apple Car 

play to work.  

Suspension 

 

The suspension on the previous generation Gold Wing model was probably the weakest point of the bike. The anti-dive valve 

on it would frequently stick, and the combination of a damper rod style fork on one side and a cartridge fork on the other was 

simply not up to the task.  The new double wishbone design front suspension Honda has put on this bike is nothing short of 

ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ to the old bikes suspension. They have tuned the action of the 

front suspension to greatly reduce brake dive, but left just enough dive in to allow the bike to transfer weight forward so that 

ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǿƻƻŘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǳǎŜǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ shock absorber on the front that has electronic damping 

adjustments on it that are controlled by what riding mode you have selected (Rain, Economy, Tour, or Sport) but the applied 

pre-load on the front shock spring is fixed. The pre-load on the rear shock has four settings on it now instead of using the 1-25 

number system like the previous generation bike did. The available settings are for solo, solo with luggage, two-up, and two-

up with luggage, and the rear shock also has automatic adjustable damping on it that is tied to the selected ride-mode. The 

front spring rates have been significantly increased while the rear spring rate has been slightly decreased.  However, the shock 

linkages and dynamics have all been changed so Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǊŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

bit misleading to compare them on the old and new bikes. The steering system uses ball bearings like it did on the old 

generation bike, to provide a more responsive steering feel.  



I rode the bike both two-up and solo and it handled flawlessly and really soaked up bumps. Steering response was precise and 

I could pick my line in a turn and hold it, or change it, with ease. I was initially worried that the tie rod design of the steering 

was going to reduce feedback so much that the rider would feel disconnected from the front end, but that is not the case.  

You can see the ends of the tie rods bouncing up and down as the suspension works, and you can still feel the road, but gone 

is all the jarring jolts that the rider used to get through the handlebars.  The system has been carefully designed so you get just 

enough feedback to get some road feel, but now the suspension is actually absorbing the bumps like it was designed to, 

instead of transmitting them into the handlebars. The front end really feels like it just floats right over bumps compared to the 

old bike, and it is a joy to behold and ride.  

There was not even the slightest hint of the 

ƻƭŘ άƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǎ ǿƻōōƭŜέ ǘƘŀǘ 

occurred on the older bike at around 

40mph. The Honda Large Project Leaders 

present from Japan assured me that they 

had engineered all that out of the bikes new 

front-end design and there will be no more 

wobble issues. The rear shock kept the rear 

tire planted and my passenger also noticed 

the rear of the bike felt less jarring when 

going over cattle crossings and large bumps. 

L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎǳǎǇŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ Řŀȅ 

difference from the old bike. Honda really 

put a lot of work into the redesign, and it shows.  When changing riding modes between Sport to Tour settings, I could detect 

a change in the suspension damping, but it was somewhat subtle. The change to the rear preload provided a more noticeable 

change.  Ground clearance also seems to be just slightly improved. My 2012 Wing had nearly $3,000 worth of Traxxion 

Dynamics suspension upgrades on it, and this new bike still handles better in stock form, and that is saying something because 

I had that bike about as dialed in as a Gold Wing could be. The only room for improvement I can see would be to allow the 

electronic damping adjustments for the shocks to be set independently from the selected ride-by-wire throttle mode. 

Engine 

The engine on the new Gold Wing retains the flat six cylinder layout, but many things have changed on it.  Honda reduced the 

spacing between the cylinders and relocated some components on it to shorten the engine by 29 millimeter. This allowed 

them to move the engine further forward and move the rider closer to the windshield.  The cylinder heads now use 4 valves 

instead of two and uses IƻƴŘŀΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǳƴƛ-cam 

system which employs roller rockers on the exhaust 

valves with directly actuated intake valves. LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ 

worth mentioning the fans no longer blow forward, 

and instead eject air out the sides of the bike. 

 They have also added individual spark plug coils for 

each cylinder directly over the plugs, eliminated the 

plug wires that were on the old wasted-spark 

ignition system on the old bike. Horsepower and 

torque are slightly improved, as is volumetric 

efficiency of the engine, which should provide 

better gas mileage. The engine still retains a similar feel to the old bike, and has plenty of power and torque on tap. The 

weight reduction and reduced wind drag from the narrower fairing also helps here, making the engine feel more responsive.  



Weight Reduction/Frame/Luggage capacity/Gas Tank volume reduction 

Make no doubt about it, this is still a fairly heavy bike, but the 90-pound weight reduction makes a noticeable improvement. 

Honda dropped the weight in several interesting ways, like adding a CAN bus which dropped 10 full pounds off the wiring 

harness, and combining the starter and alternator into one unit.  

The frame was also redesigned to not only make it 

stiffer, but also lighter, and they reduced the number 

of welds in it as well. The first few model years of the 

previous generation Gold Wing suffered from frame 

cracks in the lower cross member welds, and on the 

new bike that same cross member is now one solid 

cast piece, so there are no welds on it to fail anymore. 

Honda also reduced the number of pieces in the 

frame from nearly 20 on the old bike to only 4 on the 

new bike which greatly reduced the number of welds 

needed. The entire frame is now not only more 

robust, it is more ridged, and weighs less. And all the 

welds on it are now done robotically instead of by 

hand.   

The gas tank volume has also been reduced by roughly one gallon. This also contributes to the weight reduction, but according 

to Honda, the loss in range is compensated for by the new uni-cam four valve per cylinder engine which provides better gas 

mileage. On my ride, I got an average of 39.5 mpg when checking gallons put in against the odometer.  The new mpg readout 

on the dash reported 40mpg, so it seems like it is fairly accurate. You can probably expect to need to start looking for gas at 

right around 200 miles. I was not able to determine if there was any speedometer or odometer error though, but Honda fixed 

the speedo error in 2009 on the older bikes, so I would assume it reads correctly on this one too. 

The luggage now all opens via small electric push buttons instead of the old style mechanical release mechanism that was 

problematic on some bikes in the past, and the doors and trunk lid have dampers on them. The luggage space is reduced in 

both the saddlebags and trunk by about 40 liters total, and the small passenger glove boxes at the rear of the bike are gone, 

which my passenger missed because she kept warm and cold sets of gloves in them so she could switch in-flight. My wife and I 

were able to pack the bike with everything that we normally need on a 2-week trip and it all fit in the bike. It was however a 

tighter fit, and we did have to leave some ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ ǘƻƻƭ ƪƛǘΣ ƘŀƭŦ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǎƘƻŜǎΣ ōǳǘ 

overall that seems like a small compromise to make for so 

many other good improvements this bike has. I think this bike 

is just going to force riders to relearn how to pack and really 

evaluate what things are important for them to bring and what 

they can live without.  We both packed three changes of 

clothes, and our heated liners and rain suits and bathroom 

items in the bike along with a laptop and spare gloves and it all 

fit with even some room leftover in the trunk.  Our method of 

travel is just to stay in hotels with laundry machines and wash 

our clothes every third or fourth day - or whenever the smell 

ƎŜǘǎ ǎƻ ōŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǇŜǘǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƴŜŀǊ ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ 

how I kƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǎƘΦ 



Ergonomics 

 

The reach to the bars and foot pegs felt perfect and very natural for me.  I had no issues with the seating position at all.  The 

new seat is flatter than before and felt good on an all-day ride. Moving the engine further forward has also provided more 

space for taller riders whose knees would previously be up against the fairing on the old bike. My passenger reported that she 

felt like she sat a little more upright on this bike as compared to the previous model, and she also commented that while she 

felt fine on the new bike, the seat was not as soft and comfortable as the old bike and she did not feel as secure in her perch 

as before.  

The passenger grab rails are placed too low and too tight into the bike. All the passengers on our ride complained about them 

and we spoke with the Honda Project Leaders present about it and I believe they have some ideas on how to improve it and 

may possibly offer an accessory item in the future.  We also rode an bike that had the accessory arm rests mounted on it, and 

this did help, as it at least provided the passenger something to clutch onto when the riding became spirited. 

 

 

 

 



Wind protection/ new electric windshield/Mirrors  

The new electric windshield is something Wing owners have been wanting for a long time and being able to adjust the 

windshield in both height and rake angle on the fly is a big improvement. The new windshield is narrower on this bike than it 

was on the previous generation, to match the narrower front fairing. I did notice a reduction in the amount of buffeting I got 

on the top of my helmet, it was pretty much non-existent, and while there is more airflow in the cockpit, it is smoother. I 

would however like to see the windshield widened about 3 inches so it would provide better coverage on the sides. I could 

feel more wind on the sides of my helmet and on my arms and sides of my legs and feet, and this did result in a slightly colder 

feeling on my extremities when riding in cold temps without heated gear compared to the previous generation bike.  Once we 

Ǝƻǘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǘŜŘ ƎŜŀǊ ƘƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻƴΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ 

airflow is going to be a good thing. My passenger reported that the amount of wind on her was about the same, or maybe a 

little bit less than on the old bike. The electric windshield automatically retracts when you shut off the bike and it has a 

memory so it returns to where you left it once you start moving beyond about 5mph. You can also prevent the windshield 

from retracting when you power off the bike by tapping the windshield button as the bike powers down. 

When first looking at the mirrors I noticed right away how much smaller they looked than the previous model. However, once 

riding, I quickly discovered that the mirrors worked very well, and I had no issues being able to see everything I needed to 

ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ǾƛōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ  So, while the mirrors appear to be smaller, 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ Ŧƻƻƭ you, they work just as good as the ones on the previous bike. 

 

Ride Modes/ ride by wire throttle control/Cruise Control 

Hondas ride-by-wire throttle control provides some interesting benefits, as it allowed them to incorporate four different ride 

modes which alter the response of the engine to throttle input. Put it in Rain or Economy mode and the bike suddenly feels 

like it lost 2 cylinders. Put it in Sport mode, and you better start practicing smooth throttle control because it reacts a lot 

faster with a lot less throttle. The Tour mode results in what I would call the most natural of the four modes and is the easiest 

to ride with and this is the default mode the bike starts up in when you turn it on. I could not detect any lag associated with 

the ride-by-ǿƛǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǘǘƭŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘƘǊƻǘǘƭŜ ŎŀōƭŜ 

anymore, it felt completely natural. The new HSTC Torque control system (or traction control) also uses the throttle by wire 

system to reduce throttle input automatically when it senses rear wheel slip, and this function can be turned off through the 

menu if desired. Two riders in our group told me that they inadvertently engaged it when we were riding in the rain, and it 



worked as advertised, and basically ignored their throttle inputs until the bike regained traction. The cruise control on the bike 

worked very smoothly and had none of the lag or delay that the previous model did when engaging it. The addition of the 

cruise control set speed being displayed in the left LCD allows you to know exactly where it is set at, and you can add or 

subtract from it in 1mph increments using the set and resume up and down buttons on the right handgrip. You can also cancel 

the cruise control without hitting the brakes by simply clicking the up-shift trigger button on the DCT bike. 

Infotainment 

²Ƙƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ άinfotainmentέ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻƴ ƛǘΚ tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ǿƘƻ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 

a bike would never have an automatic transmission.  Well, this bike has both.  I was able to use the Apple car play function 

and listen to my music, make phone calls, and even compose text messages through my finicky Sena Bluetooth headset, 

(which actually worked some of the time). I could even engage Sirƛ όǿƘŜƴ Ƴȅ {Ŝƴŀ олY ƘŜŀŘǎŜǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǳǇύ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ 

bring up the Iphone maps and route me to a destination, while the Iphone maps displayed on the screen. The only catch is 

that in order to use the Apple Car play function, you 

first need a (working) blue tooth headset that is paired 

to the bike, and then you plug the Iphone into the 

connector in the glove box.  You have to turn off the 

Bluetooth on your phone to use Apple car play and all 

the phone data is passed through the wired connection 

of the phone to the bike. Since the bike no longer has a 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƘŜŀŘǎŜǘǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

(working) Bluetooth headset if you want to use Apple 

car play or get any audio from the system. 

Did I mention I had problems with my Sena 30K 

headsets working right?  Others on the ride who used 

the older Sena 20s model did not have the problems I 

did, so maybe Sena just needs time to work some more of the bugs out of this new model. Two other couples were also using 

the Sena 30k they both reported issues wƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǎƻ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳƛƴŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ 

anymore - even with a full charge on the battery. I also heard one of the Honda team members saying he was having problems 

ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ {Ŏŀƭŀ ǊƛŘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǎŜǘǎΣ ǎƻ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ {Ŝƴŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

riders in front of me slapping the side of his helmet as we were going down the road, in an attempt to get his headset working 

again. I feel like the Bluetooth headset technology may just need some more time to mature, and hopefully they will get 

better as time goes on. The Goldwing is the first bike I know of that has incorporated this from the factory, so maybe this will 

spur the manufactures to fix some of these problems and come out with improved models. 

It can take some practice to get the various volume controls in the system all properly balanced since you have a volume for 

the phone, siri volume, navigation volume, headset audio system volume, phone microphone volume, external speaker 

volume, and a separate volume on each Bluetooth communicator on your headset. The source button on the left handgrip 

allows the rider to cycle through the available audio sources of FM radio, AM radio, Sirius radio, and Aux, and if you bring up 

!ǇǇƭŜ ŎŀǊ Ǉƭŀȅ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅƭƛǎǘǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 

finding something to listen to on those long rides. Additionally, the optional audio control for the passenger provides a way for 

your passenger to control the bikes overall audio system volume level, source, and track. If you have two phones, you and 

your passenger can even listen to different things at the same time ōȅ ǇŀƛǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǎŜǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 

phone and bypassing the Honda system. The stock amplifier is only 20 watts per channel and if you use the external speakers, 

you need to run it nearly full blast at speeds over 60mph to hear it.  The Honda accessory 200-watt amplifier and upgraded 

speaker kit will solve that problem, but you will lose space in the left saddlebag where the amp is mounted. 




