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The current version of the Honda
. Gold Wing was first released in

“ late 2000, so after nearly 18 years
it was long overdue for a total
makeover. Honda has seen a
decline in sales in recent years of
the bike and it was evident that
this was partly because of the age
of the design. Their goal in the
redesign effort was challenging as
they needed to not only capte

the interest of new buyers, but
also needed to offer something
that would appeal to current Gold
Wing owners. Making a bike that
can appeal to both these groups i
o : 8 no small task, and is a bit of a
balancmg act. Obwously, some compromises would havetmade. Since the GoId Wing is their flagship motorcycle, they
spent nearly 4 years redesigning it, filed for over 90 new patents, and produced over 100 different prototypes for the ne
front suspension alone before they were finished. The amount ofigha made to this new model are massive, both in term
of mechanicals, and the electronics. It will not be possible to cover all of them in this article, because it would eind ap be
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on the previous generation Gold Wing, and my wife probably has about half of that as a passenger. This review WI|| be
on my knowledge and experience on the older generation bike a
how it compares to the new one.

Honda invited my wife and | to attend the Gold Wing press launc
event held in Austin Texas, and allowed us to ride the new bike
through the Texas Hill Country for two full days. They also held a
technical briefing and allowedsto speak directly with the
development team leaders from Japan who are responsible for th
Gold Wing design team and ask them questions. These two
gentlemen,(Large Project leaderYutaka Nakanishright) and Sub
Large Project Leader Kazuho Naleft), were extremely friendly
and very knowledgeable about all aspects of the bike.

Our ride started out in the cold and wet, with a constant mist/light rain that seemed to follow us most of the first day. Th
Texas roads we were on were super slick since it never rained hard enough to clean them off. The second day provide
clear skis, but we had stiff cross winds ad@-degreetemps in the morning, which allowed us an opportunity to test the
heated seats and grips. We rode the bike for over 400 miles, and were able to test out many features on it. By the end
second day, | hadlecome very comfortable with it.
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STYLING
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the first thing you are struck with is how much narrower Honda made the fronbpon the new generation Wing, and they
took a full 8 inches off the width. The front end also looks much less rounded and Honda has made some nice angles pn the
front of the bike.

The new LED headlights really accentuate the front end. The mirrorsnattesand no longer are rounded but are more
angular looking and have an open area above where they are mounted that lets air flow between the mirror and front fairing.
The new electric windshield is also narrower, and fits in well with the look of ttrewear front fairing. The old plastic caliper
covers have been removed exposing more of the brakes, though Honda offers an optional accessory item for those whp war
Al G2 Y2NB NBaSYoftS (KS LINBOA2dza Y2 RSéfiat6etykn8eyengire aowA y 3 | |
protrudes out from the body work more than it used to. From the side of the bike the radiator opening has been reworked to
match the lines and styling of the new bike and the back side of it has black plastic deflectord¢baitfar hot air that is
ejected out away from the rider. More of the engine heads are exposed from the sides of the bike and the old large chrlome
tip over bars are removed and replaced with just a small plastic protrusion below the head that hidesubktipbver bar
that is underneath it. The tip over protection looks more like it was designed into the bike from the start rather theath bolt
on after the fact, and the same holds true for the rear tip over bar that is nicely integrated into the nooffler. Continuing
down the side of the bike the rear engine covers have been removed and now more of the blacked out rear engine case and
new transmission is exposed, making the bike look more like a real motorcycle and less like a large moped wriapped up
plastic. Continuing with the theme of showing more of the bikes mechanical bits, the lower exhaust covers are removed to
expose the exhaust pipes and this means that the old foot flaps for letting heat ontdJh& fSa¥ldpeialso now gone. The
! " old large flat sides of the rear of the fairing where the riders knee is

located are now gone and are instead angled to match the rest of the
bikes lines. There is a narrow glove box hidden in the right panel and th
gas cap release is located inside this paselit no longer requires a key tg
operate, (but you do need to have the fob with you to open it). The seat
has been entirely reworked and now no longer has the king/queenwrag
around throne look to it, but is mudhatter in overall shape contributing
the bikessportierlook. There is a place to add a Honda accesNdkyR S NI &
backrest under a plastic cover in the seat and the passenger rear backrest
is still fairly large but the armrests are slightly smaller. The old passenger
cubby hole gloveboxes are goand the rear speaker have been moved to
a lower position. The lower portion of the saddlebags have a slightly
textured black cover othe lower half othem that has an appealing V
shape and an integrated reflector into the forward side of them. The
mufflers now are more triangular in shape and the tips are more of a-semi
square shape. There is a small gap on either side of the rear fender that
the previous model did not have, and the rear shape of the trunk drops
down at an angle so that it better mdtes the saddlebags. The tail lights
have also been removed from the trunk which makes the available spacge
in the trunk more usable, but takes away from the rear lighting some.
Overall, the styling of the bike looks more sporty and moderd itis sure
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some sport bike DNA hiding under its bodywork. After riding the bike for a couple days and spending time around it, | was
amazed how rach | suddenly felt like the previous generation bike looks old, bloated out of date when parked next to
the new one. All the other riders with us made the same comments.
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Model differences

The previous F6B model designation has been dropped andkbenlithout a trunk is now just branded a Gold Wing, while

the model with the trunk is called the Gold Wing Tour. The Gold Wing model without the trunk is a bit more spartan and lack

some of the electronic features of the Tour model, like electricaljysadble suspensioand it only gets two speakers instead
of four. The top of the line model retains an air bag, and now ABS brakes are standard on allgmddelsis an excellent
change. The Honda team informed me that they have had over 300 air lptmydents now without a single fatality in any of

them, so maybe this air bag really is working. You will have to give up the center glove box though if you elect fore¢hat mod

since that is where the airbag lives, and this also means your phone vélkbvée connected in the trunk for the Apple Car
play to work.

Suspension

The suspension on the previous generation Gold Wing model was probably the weakest point of the bike-ditie aalie

on it would frequently stick, and the combination of anjger rod style fork on one side and a cartridge fork on the other was

simply not up to the task. The new double wishbone design front suspension Honda has put on this bike is nothing sha
4Sa2YSs Al A& a2 YdzOK 0 S itatBeNild bikes sOdpefigion. Tie@iiye tuhel the actdn obt
front suspension to greatly reduce brake dive, but left just enough dive in to allow the bike to transfer weight forwlaatl so
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adjustments on it that are controlled by what riding mode you have selected (Rain, Economy, Tour, dngploetapplied
pre-load on the front shock spring is fixeéthe preload on the rear shock has four settings on it now instead of using-#te 1
number system like the previous generation bikd. The availableettings are for solo, solo with luggage, twp, and twoe

up with luggageandthe rear shock also hasitomatic adjustable damping on it that is tied to the selected-ritmle. The
front spring rates have been significantly increased while the rear spring rate has been slightly decreageder the shock
linkages and dynamics have allbeenchange@idad i t 221 Ay 3 4 GKS aLINAy3I NIGS ¢§
bit misleading to compare them on the old and new bikes. The steering system uses ball bearings like it did on the old
generation bike, to provide a more responsive steeriggy.f
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| rode the bike both tweup and solo and it handled flawlessly and really soaked up bumps. Steering response was preci
| could pick my line in a turn and hold it, or change it, with ease. | was initially worried that the tie rod desigsteétireg

was going to reduce feedback so much that the rider would feel disconnected from the front end, but that is not the cas
You can see the ends of the tie rods bouncing up and down as the suspension works, and you can still feel the road, bl
is all the jarring jolts that the rider used to get through the handlebars. The system has been carefully designed tsigtou
enough feedback to get some road feel, but now the suspension is actually absorbing the bumps like it was designed tq

5€ an

D

it gor
ge

instead of transmitting them into the handlebars. The front end reaIIy feels like it just floats right over bumps compared to the

old bike, and it is a joy to behold and ride.
There was not even the slightest hint of the
2f R aKlIyRa 2FF (GKS
occurred on the older bike at around
40mph. The Honda Large Project Leaders
present from Japan assured me that they
had engineered all that out of the bikes new
front-end design and there will be no more
wobble issues. The rear shock kept the rea
tire planted and my passenger also noticed
the rear of the bike felt less jarring when
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; - difference from the old bike. Honda really
put ant of work into the rede5|gn and it shows When changing riding modes between Sport to Tour settings, | could d
a change in the suspension damping, but it was somewhat subtle. The change to the rear preload provided a more not
change. Ground clearance also seems to be just slightly improved. My 2012 Wing had nearly $3,000 worth of Traxxion
Dynamics suspension upgrades on it, and this new bike still handles better in stock form, and that is saying somethang
| had that bike about asialed in as a Gold Wing could G#e only room for improvement | can see would be to allow the
electronic dampingdjustmentsfor the shockto be setindependentlyfrom the selected riddoy-wire throttle mode.

Engine

The engine on the new Gold Wingtains the flat six cylinder layout, but many things have changed on it. Honda reduced
spacing between the cylinders and relocated some components on it to shorten the engine by 29 millimeter. This allowé
them to move the engine further forward amdove the rider closer to the windshield. The cylinder heads now use 4 valve
instead oftwvoandusel 2 Y Rl Qa-cahS 6 ¢
system which employs roller rockers on the exhau
valves with directly actuated intake valvésii Q &
worth mentioning the fans ntonger blow forward,
and instead eject air out the sides of the bike.

They have also added individual spark plug coils 1@
each cylinder directly over the plugs, eliminated th
plug wires that were on the old wastespark

ignition system on the old bikéiorsepower and
torque are slightly improved, as is volumetric
efficiency of the engine, which should provide
better gas mileage. The engine still retains a similar feel to the old bike, and has plenty of power and torque on tap. Thg
weight reduction andeduced wind drag from the narrower fairing also helps here, making the engine feel more respons

going over cattle crossings and large bumps.
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Weight ReductionFrame/l.uggage capacity/Gas Tank volume reduction

Make no doubt about it, this is still a fairly heavy bike, but@3goundweight reduction makes a noticeable improvement.
Honda dropped the weight in several interesting ways, like adding a CAN bus which dropped 10 full pounds off the wiril
harness, and combining the starter and alternator into one unit.

The frame was als@designed to not only make it
stiffer, but also lighter, and they reduced the numbe
of welds in it as well. The first few model years of th
previous generation Gold Wing suffered from frame
cracks in the lower cross member welds, and on th
new bike tha same cross member is now one solid
cast piece, so there are no welds on it to fail anymor
Honda also reduced the number of pieces in the w
frame from nearly 20 on the old bike to only 4 on th
new bike which greatly reduced the number of welds

needed.The entire frame is now not only more
robust, it is more ridged, and weighs less. And all th
welds on it are now done robotically instead of by
hand.

The gas tank volume has also been reduced by roughly one gallon. This also contributes to the weitibhrddiiaccording
to Hondajthe loss in range is compensated for by the newaar four valve per cylinder engine which provides better gas
mileage. On my ride, | got an average of 39.5 mpg when checking gallons put in against the odometer. Thg readonp
on the dash reported 40mpg, so it seems like it is fairly accuyate can probably expect to need to start looking for gas at
right around 200 miles. | was not able to determine if there was any speedometer or odometer error though, but iketda
the speedo error in 2009 on the older bikes, so | would assume it reads correctly on this one too.

The luggage now all opens via small electric push buttons instead of the old style mechanical release mechanism that
problematic on some bikes ihé past, and the doors and trunk lid have dampers on them. The luggage space is reduced
both the saddlebags and trunk by about 40 liters total, and the small passenger glove boxes at the rear of the bike are
which my passenger missed because sy kvarm and cold sets of gloves in them so she could switliight. My wife and |
were able to pack the bike with everything that we normally need @waektrip and it all fit in the bike. It was however a
tighter fit, and we did have to leave somelil SY& G K2YSZ fA1S Yé G22f (AGEZ KI f
overall that seems like a small compromise to make for so ‘
many other good improvements this bike has. | think this bik
is just going to force riders to relearn how to paaid really r
evaluate what things are important for them to bring and wha
they can live without. We both packed three changes of
clothes, and our heated liners amndin suitsand bathroom
items in the bike along with a laptop and spare gloves and it
fit with even some room leftover in the trunk. Our method of
travel is just to stay in hotels with laundry machines and wa
our clothes every third or fourth dayor whenever the smell
3SGa a2 olR GKIG S@Sy LISGa
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Ergonomics
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The reach to the bars and foot pegs felt perfect and very natural for me. | had no issues with the seating positidrhat all.
new seat is flatter than before and felt good onahdayride. Moving the engine furtheforward has also provided more

space for taller ridersrhoseknees would previously be up against the fairing on the old bike. My passenger reported that she
felt like she sat a little more upright on this bike as compared to the previous model, amdsshsommented that while she
felt fine on the new bike, the seat was not as soft and comfortable as the old bike and she did not feel as secure almher per
as before.

The passenger grab rails are placed too low and too tight into the bike. All thengass®n our ride complained about them
and we spoke with the Honda Project Leaders present about it and | believe they have some ideas on how to improve it and
may possibly offer an accessory item in the future. &¢erode an bike that had the accesgarm rests mounted on it, and
this did help, as it at least provided the passenger something to clutch onto when the riding became spirited.




Wind protection/ new electric windshieldMirrors

The new electric windshield is something Wing owners limaen wanting for a long timand being able to adjust the
windshield in both height and rake angle on the fly is a big improveriémtnew windshield is narrower on this bike than it
was on the previous generation, to match the narrower front fairingd Indbtice a reduction in the amount of buffeting | got
on the top of my helmet, it was pretty much naxistent, and while there is more airflow in the cockpit, it is smoother.
would however like to see the windshield widened about 3 inches so it woaldde better coverage on the sidescould

feel more wind on the sides of my helmet and on my arms and sides of my legs and feet, and this did result in a sleghtly,
feelingon my extremities when riding in cold temps without heated gear compardté@revious generation bike. Once we
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airflow is going to be a good thing. My passenger reported that the amount of wind on her wastld®same, or maybe a
little bit less than on the old bike. The electric windshield automatically retracts when you shut off the bike and it has a
memory so it returns to where you left it once you start moving beyond about 5mph. You can also prewsmdsieield
from retracting when you power off the bike by tapping the windshield button as the bike palogns.

When first looking at the mirrors | noticed right away how much smaller they looked than the previous model. However,

riding, | quickly tcovered that the mirrors worked very well, and | had no issues being able to see everything | needed to

O0SKAYR YSd ¢KSe& Ifaz oSNBE OSNE &il Sofwhile thefhiRrors appear Royp@sinallér
R2y Qi f Sybu, théy Jofk jBEag dood as the ones on the previous bike.

Ride Modes!/ ride by wire throttle controlCruise Control

Hondas rideby-wire throttle control provides some interesting benefits, as it allowed them to incorporate four different rid
modes whth alter the response of the engine to throttle input. Put it in Rain or Economy mode and the bike suddenly fe
like it lost 2 cylinders. Put it in Sport mode, and you better start practicing smooth throttle control because it redcts a |
faster with alot less throttle. The Tour mode results in what | would call the most natural of the four modes and is the ea
to ride withand this is the default mode the bike starts up in when you turn it @ould not detect any lag associated with
therideby-s ANB GKNRGGES aeadSyz IyR AT @2dz KIRYyQil G2fR YS3
anymore, it felt completely natural. The new HSTC Torque control system (or traction control) also uses the throttle by
system to reducéhrottle input automatically when it senses rear wheel sipd this functiorcan be turned off through the
menu if desired. Two riders in our group told me that they inadvertently engaged it when we were riding in the rain, and
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worked as advertised,ral basically ignored their throttle inputs until the bike regained traction. The cruise control on the pike
worked very smoothly and had none of the lag or delay that the previous model did when engaging it. The addition of the
cruise control set speed b&j displayed in the left LCD allows you to know exactly where it is set at, amdryadd or
subtract from it in mph increments using the set and resume up and down buttons on the right haivdgrganalsocancel
the cruise controwithout hitting the brakes by simply clicking tlwp-shift trigger button on the DCT bike.

Infotainment
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a bike wouldheverhave an automatic transmissioWell, this bike has both. | was able to use the Apple car play function
and listen to my music, make phone calls, and even compose text messages through my finicky Sena Bluetooth headsgt,
(which actually worked some of the time). | could evenengade Sid 6 KSy Yeé { Syl onY KSI RaS§|i
bring up the Iphone maps and route me to a destination, while the Iphone maps displayed on the screen. The only catch is
that in order to use the Apple Car play function, you
first need a (workingbplue tooth headset that is paired
to the bike, and then you plug the Iphone into the
connector in the glove box. You have to turn off the
Bluetooth on your phone to use Apple car play and al
the phone data is passed through the wired connectign
of the phone to the bikeSnce the bike no longer has a
O2yySOGl2NJ F2NJ O2NRSR KSt
(working) Bluetooth headset if you want to use Apple
car play or get any audio from the system.

puj
Q)¢

Did | mention | had problems with my Sena 30K
headsets wdking right? Others on the ride who used
the older Sena 20s model did not have the problems
did, so maybe Sena just needs time to work some more of the bugs out of this new model. Two other couples were also usir
the Sena 30k they both reported issues W K G KSY & ¢gSfftx a2 Id €Srad L 1y2d A
d2dzyRSR INBI G odzi GKSe 2yte 2Nl SR FT2NJ [ o2dzi F |j dz- NI SN
anymore- even with a full charge on the batteryalso heard one of the Honda team members saying he was having problems
GAGK KA& {OFflF NARARSNI KSIFRaSGasz a2 L R2yQi KAyl {Syl |Aa
riders in front of me slapping the side of his helmet asmeee going down the road, in an attempt to get his headset working
again. | feel like the Bluetooth headset technology may just need some more time to mature, and hopefully they will get
better as time goes on. The Goldwing is the first bike | know d¢fitas incorporated this from the factory, so maybe this will
spur the manufactures to fix some of these problems and come out with improved models.

It can take some practice to get the various volume controls in the system all properly balanced sinaeeyawblume for
the phone, siri volume, navigation volume, headset audio system volume, phongphnnevolume, external speaker
volume, and a separate volume on each Bluetooth communicator on your headsefoitwe button on the left handgrip
allowsthe rider to cycle through the available audio sources of FM radio, AM r&dliosradio, and Auxand if you bring up
PLILX S OFNJLXIe &2dz KIS | 00Saa G2 it GKS YdzAaio FyR LI} |
findingsomething to listen to on those long ridesdditionally, the optional audio control for the passenger provides a way for
your passenger toontrol the bikesoverallaudio systenvolume level, source, and tradkyou have two phoneg,ou and
your passenger cagven listen to different thingstahe sametimed @ LJF ANRAY 3 @2 dzNJ LI aaSy3ISNRA
phoneand bypassing the Haa systemThe stock amplifier is only 20 watper channednd if you use the external speakers,
you need to run inearlyfull blast at speedswer 60mph to hear it. The Honda accessory 2@t amplifierand upgraded
speaker kiwill solve that problem, but you wibsespace in the left saddlebag whettee ampis mounted.







